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Goen, Zochary T, Sweeney, for @
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ONTESQUIED sayvs that the cause of the grentness
M of the Roman state lay in the fact that its early

kings were all grand personages. “One finds no-
where in history an unbroken succession of such states-
men and such genernls,”  All of whieh is trier when ap-
plled to the frst sultans of the
Ottomnn empire than to the kings
of Rome,

The first sultansg were men of
pure minds, lofty impulses and
great probity of life, Jounaunin says
of the early period of the Ottoman
empire: "It was more prolific in
great men than in any cther dynasty
which has reigned on the face of
the globe."

The first sultan was Othman,
whose name, translated into Eng-
lish, wonld be *bonebreaker.” He
was celebrated for the length and
Like Artexerxes Longimanus, he

Gen. Sweeney.
strength of his arm.
could stand erect and touch his knees with his hands.
He was, also, called Kara Osman, because of his great

personal beauty. His personal costume was exceedingly
slmple. He wore a turban of white linen wound around
a red center. He was largely a man of peace, and for
many yvears hig relgn was one of peace, and much of his
military carcer was defensive rather than offensive, He
allewed the widest toleration in faith, and protection to
person and property, nlike to Christian and Moham-
medan. in A. D, 1200 he colned money with his own
efllgy, and caused prayers to be sald in his name, the
official declaration of his sultanate. He was, neverthe-
less, & mun of strong passions when deeply aroused. On
one oceaslon he summoned his followers and announced
the intention of attacking a Greek fortress, but his aged
uncle, Dundar, who had marched with Othman's father,
Ertoghrul, [rom the Euphrates, counseled agalnst the
atlack, and set forth the danger of provoking the neigh-
boring princes by such an act, Enraged at these words
of caution, Othman shot his aged uncle dead upon the
spot. The fortress was attacked and taken, which led
to many other offensive enterprises, which culminated in
the surrender of the great city, Drusa, in 1326, Othman
died at Saegud, and shortly before his denth he called
his two sons, Orchan and Alaeddin, to his bedside, and,
addressing Orchan, sald: 1 am dying, and 1 die without
regret, because 1 leave such a successor as you., Be just;
love goodness, and show mercy.” His sword is still pre-
served In the treasury of the empire, and the martial
ceremony of girding on this sabre In the mosque of
Tyoub, of which there were press accounts last week,
corresponds to the coronation of a king or the inaugura-
tion of a president. His ashes repose aut Brusa.

When Orchan ascended the throne he besought his
brother, Alaeddin, to share with him the responsibilities
and duties of sovereignty, but his brother firmly refused
to do so, because their father gave the successlon to
Orchan, He, however, agreed to accept the office of
vizler, which, in the Ottoman language, means “burden-
bearer.” 'This office corresponds to prime minister in
England or secretary of state in our country. Alaeddin,
by his military legislation, laid the foundation for Otto-
man supremacy. e formed the first standing army
known to modern history. It was under the reign of
Orchan that the Janissaries, so long the scourge of
Christendom, were organized. They were composed of
children of Christians who were wrested from their fami.
llea—a thousand of their finest boys each year for over
400 years. They were torn from their parvenis at a very
early age, and were trained to renounce Christianity and
preserve the creed of Islam. They were carefully pre-
pared for a soldier's life by severe discipline, which
taught them fmplicit obedience and enabled them to
hear without complaint all the hardships of o soldier's
life.

Orchan captured the oity of Nicomedia in the first
year of his relgn, and four years later the great clty ol
Nice, where the first Boumenical councll was held. Like
his predecesgor, he never left a captured province till it
was thoroughly assimiliated to theOttoman power,

Orchan died in 1360 after a relgn of 33 years, during
which the Ottoman power wis extended over a large
part of Asia and firmly planted on the European conti
nent, from which it has never been dislodged.

The third sultan was Amurath, or, ag the Orientals
paid, “Murad” He was 40 years of age when he suc-
ceaded his father, and relgned 30 years in great pros-
perity and honor. His first enterprise was to extend
the Huropean conguest of his father, but he was checked
by & rebellion in the Ottoman dominions, and was com-
pelled to march his army toward the scene of insurrec-
tion, which he completely quelled. He then crossed the
Hellespont and began a serles of conquests in Europe,
which were only consummated by his death on the field
of Kossova in 1389,

He formed many valuable alliances through the mar-
rying of his son, Bajazet, and his daughter, Nifisay. He
died upon the battlefield of Kossova. His oldest son,
Bajaget, commanded the right, and Prince Yacoub, his
pocond son, the left; Amurath commanded the center
with the Janigsaries. The Christians were led by King
Lagarus, who commanded the center, and Vuk Branko-
wich led the right, and the king of Bosnia the left, Both
armies advanced resolutely to the charge, and for a long
time stood their ground firmly while the event of the day
was io doubt., While the two armies thus strove to-
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nobleman, M-
loseh Kabllo-
vitsch, rode to
the Ottoman center and claimed to be a deserter and
having important secrets to reveal to Amurath in person,
On being led to the Turkish soveresign he knelt as If to
pay him homage, and then stabbed Amurath with a sud-
den and mortal stroke of his dagger. Milosch sprang
from his knees, and being gifted with great activity and
strength, cleared himself of the enemies that thronged
around him, and found his way to where his horse had
been left, but before he could remount the Janissaries
overpowered him and hacked him to pleces. Amurath
renlized that his wound was mortal, but had sufiicient
presence of mind to give orders for a charge of his re-
goerves, which declded the victory in favor of the Otto-
mans, He dled pronouncing the death doom of King
Lazarug, who was conquered. But that was not the
gaddest death of the day, When Prince Bajazet realized
that the victory over the Christians was accomplished,
and he wns acknowledged by his father's generals as
thelr sovereign, he Iimmediately ordered his brother,
Yacoub, who had fought so vallantly by his side, to be
geized and put to death., He justified the act by saying
that “Sedition is worse than murder,” a saying that has
caused s0 many Ottoman sultans to commit acts of
cruelty since that time,

Bajazet commenced his reign upon a battlefield, and
followed up the war agalnst the Servians with such
vigor and success that he wnas named Yilderlm, or
“Thunderbolt,” After completing the Servian war, Baja-
zet returned to Asla and increased the territory of the
sultan by conquest of several adjoining states. Cara-
manin, which had long held out as an independent state,
acknowledged Bajazet as soverelgn., Glutted with vie-
tory and rapidly augmented power, Bajazet gave him-
self over to sensual excesses of the foulest kind. He
was the first of the Ottoman princes .who violated the
prohibition of the koran against the use of wine, All
Pasha, his favorite general, set his master the example
of drunkenness, and the Infamy of these two lives sully
the pages of Oriental history. Bajazet was startled from
his revels by a crusade of Christian chivalry of Frankis-
tan. The Christian army marched againgt the Ottomans
down through Transylvanin, Wallachia and Servia. They
captured Widdin, Orsoca, and invested Nicopolls, but
Bajazet marched against them and ingloriously dispersed
them. After the conflict Bajazet pitched hig tent in front
of Nicopolis and rode over the field of battle. When he
gaw the number of higs dead soldiers It enraged him so
that he sald: *I will have this slaughter well avenged
on the prisoners. The next morning the Christian pris-
oners, to the number of ten thousand, were led out with
their hands bound behind them and with halters around
thelr necks. After allowing 24 Christlan nobles from
among the prisoners their liberty the sultan gave the
signal for the glaughter to commence, and the unhappy
captives fell in front of his tent,

The battle of Nicopolis was the high-water mark in
the power of Bajazet. He soon made preparations to
fnvest Constantinople, The Byzantine king searched all
Burope for assistance, and even descended to the humili-
ation of asking aid from his old-time enemy, the pope of
Rome, but all in valn, Just at the moment when it
seemed that Bajnzet was on the point of entering Con-
stantinople a cluod arose In the eastern horizon in the
shape of Tamerlane, the Tartar, who, though 70 years of
age, hnd succeeded in uniting a number of conquered
provinces Into a strong empire, and had marched against
the dominion of the Ottoman empire, captured the
anclent clty of Sivas, and put the inhabitants to the
gword, killing among others Prince Ertoghrul, the son of
Bajazet, who, when he heard of the death of his son,
hurried at the head of his veteran troops against Tamer-
lune, He seemed, however, to hnve lost his usunl cau-
tion and sagacity; with only 120,000 men he swept for-
ward against an army of 600,000, and, to show his reck-
lesaness, engaged In a grand hunt in the neighborheod
of Angora until they were entirely exhausted, Return-
ing to his gquarters, he found that the wlly Tartar had
taken possession of his camp and polsoned the stream,
and his weary nnd thirsty troops had to spend the night
without water, The next day he led the dispirited army
to battle, and while many of them gave a good account
of themselves, others were so exhnusted that they gave
themsclveg over to the enemy, and on the fleld of
Angora, where hls ancestor, Ertoghrul, nearly two bun-
dred years previous had lald the foundations of the Otto-
man empire, he was overthrown, and hig empire shat-
tered to fragments, Bajazet, with one of his sons, was
captured, and made a show In the triumphal pageant of
his congueror, He was carried in a latticed litter, and
there arose & current story that he had been placed in
an iron cage. Thus the empire of the Ottomans, that
had swept over Asla and a large part of Hurope, till it
had earned the title, "Wrath of God," suddenly termi-
nated, and the Ottoman power seemed gone forever.

Nothing so characterizes the rule of the Turk asg ite

recuperative power. Often has it been seemingly over
thrown #nd swept from the face of the earth, but Imme-
dlately ‘here arises again a mighty power having the
game spirit as its predecessor. Mohammed 1, the son of
Bajagzet, took the shattered fragments which his father
had left and began the work of bulldlng up the Ottoman
power. The Greeks sald of him that he was "as perse-
vering as & camel.” He was the youngest son, and,
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dards and set up opposition governments, but Moham-
med was endowed with great statesman-like qualities,
and gradually he eliminated all opposition, and in 1413
became gultan over the entire Ottoman empire. Iiis
reign lasted eight years, but in that space he accomp-
lished great things. He was not aggressive like his
father, but he was very prompt to resent any encroach-
ment upon his dominions. He was called Chelebl Mo-
hammed, which means "“Mohammed, the Gentle,” and it
was a very apt designation of his character, There are
only one or two inhuman things recorded of him, He
caused his only surviving brother, Kasim, to be blinded,
and he killed the child of Suleyman. The only mitiga-
tlon that can be plead for these acts of cruelty is that he
hnd experienced so much discomfiture from the jeal-
ousies of his brothers that he decided to put out of the
way all who might become opposers of him, It is char-
acteristic of Turkish princes that they always aspire to
and intrigue for the sultanate, and the reigning sultan is
not safe while one is at liberty. Abdul Hamid, the late
deposed sultan, imprisoned his brother, Murad, in the
palace of the Cheragan until a few years ago, when he
ended his imprisonment in death, The present sultan,
Mehmet Reshad, was so closely confined in the Yildiz
palace that it amounted to actual Imprisonment. Mo-
hammed I, died in 1421, and was burled near the beauti
ful green mosque of that anclent eapital of the Turks.

He was succeeded by Murad II, who was a man of
equal prudence and clemency as his predecessor, but his
ambition was much greater, and he lost little time in
giving proof of it. The Greek emperor, forgetting hils
cordial relations with Mohammed, and looking upon
Murad II., who was then a mere youth of 18 vears, with
contempt, released a pretended son of Bajazel—NMustafa
by name—who had been for years in close custody at
Constantinople, Mustafa subdued the European prov-
inces, and seemed In a falr way for some time of dis-
planting Murad, but he was at last overthrown and
hanged, “to convince the world that he was an im-
postor."

Murad agaln proceeded to invest Constantinople. He
had drawn hia lines from the Golden to the Wooden gate,
when a revolt in Asla Minor caused him to hastlly cross
the Bosporus In order to put down an insurrection of
one of his brothers. Murad's fighting qualities were soon
put to a severe test. The Christian states were all in-
flamed, and Hunyady was their leader. He was sup-
posed to be a son of King Sigismund and the beautiful
Elizabeth Morisney, but whatever bis parentage, he was
valiant, fortunate and famous.

For 20 years he was the terror of the Ottomnns. At
Hermanstadt he totally routed the Turkish army of
20,000 men and publicly hacked their general to pleces.
He was as cruel and bloodthirsty as any of the Turks,
and his favorite music for dinner was the shriek of
dying prisoners. He also defeated the Turks at Vasay
and Nissa. He made the fearful passage of the Balkans
in winter, following the Turks, who had skillfully barred
the passes and formed an icy wall by wetling the roads
in freezing weather, But, for some unknown reason, he
suddenly abandoneg the campalgn, and returned to Buda-
pest with a large amount of plunder and captives.
Murad selzed this opportunity to negotiate a treaty,
which was solemnly sworn upon the Gospel and the
koran to last for a period of ten years, The death of hia
oldest son so sorely afllicted Murad that he turned from
the joys of empire to peace and retirement, and abdl-
cated In favor of his son, Mohammed II.,, and retired to
Magnesia to spend the remainder of hls days. No
sooner was this news conveyed to the Christians than
they resolved to break the treaty of peace, and the pope
and Greek emperor used thelr spiritual influence to in-
duce Hunyady to break his oath, clalming that “oaths
are not to bhe kept with infidels.” Hunyady was finally
influenced to break falth, and marched upon the unsus-
pecting Turks with 20,000 men. He took a number of
strange places, and on reaching the Black sea marche
a@ far as Varna, where he learned that Murad had been
aroused by his advance and had collected an army of
40,000 men, which were then being conveyed acioss the
Bosporus by Gemoese vessels, When the armies met a
copy of the violated trealy was placed on the point of a
lance and ralsed high above the Turkish standard as a
vigible appeal to the lord of truth, who punishes perjury.
The Hungarians were Ingloriously defeated, and Hunyady
was compelled to retreat in disorder; after which Murad
again retired to Magnesia; but a revolt of the Jan-
issaries aguainst his force recalled him to the responsi-
bilities of leider, when he relgned six years longer, and
died in 1451, with undiminished prestige and glory.

Five years after Murad's death, Mohammed II. in-
vaded Hurope and lald slege to Belgrade, the key to
Hungary. Hunyady stiered himgelf to o vallant defense,
and John Capistran came to his 8\d with a band of 60,000
crusaders, who had gathered together to fight for
Christendom. The Turks were defeated. Mohammed was
wounded, and 26,000 Turks lay dead upon the fleld of
battle. In less than a month Hunyady died, and 60 days
later was followed to the grave by John Capistran, The
relgn of Mohammed II. was marked by violence and

. trenchery. Again and again he broke faith with his ene-

mies, and garrisons which surrendered under the solemn
pledge of the honors of war, met with ruthless slaughter,

His first nct was to murder his baby
brother. Cruel and sensual, yet he
was a cultivated man, fond of poetry
and learning. He even acquired the
surname, “Father of Good Works," as
well as, “Sire of Victory.," He ac-
quired, also, the title of "Conqueror,”
after he had captured Constantinople
in 1463. The Turks had coveted Con-
stantinople ever gince the dream of
Othman, Bajnzet had Dbesleged it
Musa came near capturing it, and
Murad 11, had patiently planned its
conquest. They had ecaptured every-
thing but the eity, but their ambition
could not be erowned while the crosa
waved over it, Paleologous, who had
long dallled with and cringed before
the Mohammedans, roused himself,
and geemed to renew the Immortal
Greck spirit in his final defense of the fated city. With
only a few followers, possibly less than three per cent.
of the besiegers, he walked the walls, encouraging his
enervated troops by deeds of splendor and valor. After
a slege of 53 days the city of Byzas, that had lifted ber
proud head so long above the rushing waters of the
Bosporus, was at last stormed by the victorious Turks
and the Greeks fled in dismay, and Mohammed 1I. en-
tered in trlumph and rode his horse into the Santa
Sophia. The cross fell from the churches of the city

and the crescent rose in its place, and still flashes back ~

the gleams of Aslatic sunlight to the Ottomans, The falll
of Constantinople swept away the last obstacle in the
path of Islam. It fixed forever the triumph of the east in
its struggle ngainst the west. It gave up the clvillzation

of the Mediterranean to Oriental barbarism. It struck
all Europe with consternation.
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“MOON CAPTURED BY EARTH,
NOT DETACHED”

By PROF. T. J. J. 8EE.

(Astronomer in Charge of Naval Observatory nt Mare
Island, Cal)
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I have mathematically proved a discovery that the
moon is a planet captured by the earth from space and
not & detached portion of our globe. I reject entirely the
long-necepted theories of Laplace and Sir George Darwin
ascribing earthly origin to the moon. My discovery is
supported by rigorous mathematical proof, based on the
methods of Hill, Poincare and Darwin.

This announcement i{s a further development of my
discovery promulgated last January, that all planets and
satellites are captured bodles, which have slnce had thelr
orbits reduced in size and rounded up under the secular
action of the nebular resisting medium once pervading
the sclar system. I showed how these bodies, which once
revolved around the sun like the asterolds now do, had
made clrcuits close about the planets. In the neighbdr-
hood of a planet like Jupiter the sphere of the sun's con-
trol is shown to have an extension, or protuberance, on it,
like the neck of a bottle, or hourglags with very unequal
bulbg, and when the small bodies moving about the sun
came Into this neck they could revolve about Jupiter, and
in many cases again return to thelr paths about the sun.
In other cases after revolving about Jupiter they would
be captured by the action of the nebulous resisting me-
dium about the planet, and stay there forever as satellites,

By revolving about the planet for a long time their
orbits would be rounded up into almost perfect clreles,
and made smaller and smaller, till they became just like
the satellite orbits are mow observed to be. Such has
been the origin of the satellites generally, and the rings
of Saturn have bad a similar origin—by the capture of
waste nebulosity once circulating around the sun. When
this matter is once brought in near the planet it cannot
again escape, but must stay there permanently, because

in the space near the planet the planet's attraction is
supreme.

In the case of the terrestrial moon, however, more
than usual uncertainty existed as to how this large satel-
lite originated, and a speclal Investigation of the problem
had to be made. The moon's mass is relatively very
large, about one-eightieth of the earth's mass; and then
Darwin's argument that the moon had once been n part
of the earth, had to be overcome. I have proved mathe-
matically that our moon, too, had been captured, and had'
come to ug from the heavenly spaces.

It was originally a planet like Mercury, but not quite
s0 large, and moved about the sun at nearly the snme dis-
tance as the earth. Then it came between the sun and
the earth in such & way as to enter the neck of the space
fesembling a bottle neck profecting from the sun's sphere
bf control and enclosing the earth. Thig neck was quite
small and narrow, but the bulb of space enclosing the
earth and constituting its sphere of attraction was of con-
slderable size. When the moon had once left the sun's
control and gone into the bulb about the earth, it me
with some reslatance, and the neck became closed, so thnﬂ
the moon was “bottled up" under the earth's cont’.rol afnd
could not escape. Hence, It has remained with the ;arth
ever alnce, and will always ablde with us,

By revolving about the earth in the space
by our planet, the moon has met with cznald:g:;ﬁu::-
slstance, and its orbit has become smaller and smaller
and also rounder and rounder. Thus it has come nearer
and nearer the earth, but never has been closer than at
present. Darwin's theory of the moon's detachment from
the earth is overthrown, and sn entirely new theory de-
veloped which has the support of all the highest mathe-
matical selence now known.

The famous outstanding Inequalit
the secular acceleration of the qmoon,'rnoza::xn 'ﬁ?:: II:
thus explained. This perturbation in the moon's motion
had been discovered by Halley in the time of Newton.
It was partially explained by Leplace in 1787, but gravity
alone would not account for the observed acceleration
since the time of the Chaldenns, B, O, 720, and the out-
stanting difference had perplexed the greatest matheoma-
telans for more than & century, Having discovered that
the moon was originally captured, and was still alowly,
nearing the earth, I have removed the last difficulty, and
the result will be a decided {mprovement in astronomy,

1.

————

1,




